DICTION OF THE POEM.	l£
from plain speech. But the spirit which produced a stiff and
stilted diction in poetry was not confined to poetry, nor indeed
to the eighteenth century, although the poetry of that century
was peculiarly infected by it. It might be described by the
somewhat intangible phrase ' fear of vulgarity '—a phrase which
is intangible because people's ideas differ so widely as to what
constitutes vulgarity. Whenever a poet consciously aims at not
being vulgar, he* is in the state of mind that produced the poetic
diction of the eighteenth century. Wordsworth's protest against
this habit of mind, cramping to the man of genius and fatal to
the poetaster, was a part of his immeasurable service to poetry.
Steele's criticism of Philips's ' Pastorals' is an example of it :—
' It is a nice piece of art to raise a proverb above the vulgar
style and still keep it easy and unaffected. Thus the old wish,
" God rest his soul," is very finely turned :—
" Then gentle Sidney liv'd, the shepherd's friend,
Eternal blessings on his shade attend?'
Another example is Byron's criticism of Rogers's ' Pleasures of
Memory':—' There is not a vulgar line in the poem.' That he
had steered clear of vulgarity was the acme of praise for the
fashionable serious poetry of the eighteenth century.
Now Scott did not, like Wordsworth, recoil rebelliously from
this canon of criticism. He was himself sensitive on the point
of vulgarity, and anxious to avoid it, although his natural vigour
and sympathy with robust and stirring life saved him from any
danger of over-refinement. As he was careful to dress his
Borderers to advantage in the trappings of romance, so he was
careful not to carry his imitation of the rough energy of the old
ballad too far—to * engraft modern refinement on ancient sim-
plicity,' For example, the refined phraseology of the following
is peculiar to the eighteenth century :—•
Visors were raised, and faces shown,
And many a friend to friend made known,
Partook of social cheer.
Some drove the jolly bowl about;
With dice and draughts some chased the day;
And some, with many a merry shout,
In riot, revelry, and rout,
Pursued the foot-ball play.    '

